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German “Experts on America.”

One of Germany’s methods of propa-
ganda for the stimulation of the fight-
ing spirit of the people, it is stated, is
the delivery of lectures and the pro-
duction of writings by sa-called “ex-
perts Ameriea,” men who have
been here and who are supposed to
possess especial knowledge of Ameri-
can conditions. One of these is Dr.
George Barthelme, formerly correspon-
dent of the Cologne Gazette in this
eity, and another is Capt. Boy-Ed, at
one time naval attache to the German
embassy here. Dr. Barthelme has
been delivering some remarkable lee-
tures. Lately he said at Berlin that
it was utterly impossible for us to
send as many troops over as we were
claiming, and added that the sentiment
of the people of this country was
strongly against the war. So much
for that expert.

Now comes Capt. Boy-Ed, according
to a tale told by a German soldier
prisoner, with a book giving the result
of his “investigations” in the United
States. One of his most interesting
disclosures is that the United States
entered the war because of a secret
treaty with Great Britain, which eom-
pelled intervention. And the captain’s
revelations, it seems, are accepted at
full vaiue in Germany. The people
believe themm. Why should they notf
They are made solemnly, with assevera-
tions of positive proof. Germany is
herself expert at that sort of thing.

We need not take these matters se-
riously over here. The statements of
Dr. Barthelme disprove themselves as
the American soldiers reach French
soil by the hundreds of thousands.
The charge of a seeret treaty, made
by Capt. Boy-Ed, is fantastic enough
to be believed by any gullible people,
and no amount of diselaimer will check
that belief. The Germans are proving
themselves the most easily beguiled
nation in the world. If a whiskered

0T

““Teuton should arise and declare that

the Germans are the chosen peoplé,
selected for the supreme government of
the world, with a tracing of lineage to
divine sources, he would be acclaimed
as a prophet and followed implieitly.
And the kaiser himself has come pret-
ty near to doing just that thing.
Truth is, any German who has the
stamp of government authority can
get away with almost any sort of stu-
pid lie about any other people. But
when the redoubtable armies break in
the field and the supermen in arms

-3 Prove vincible, and the boasts of un-

eonquerable prowess are shown by
deeds to be mockeries, this simple and
childlike faith will fade. The game
Germany is playing is a desperate one,
and the end is plain. Every gambler
finally gets what is eoming to him, and
Germany is now in the last stage of
the greatest gamble the world has
ever witnessed.

President Wilson is described as
whistling as he returned to the White
House after a conference with the
Becretary of War. It is a bad sign
for the Berlin crowd. Psychologists
agree that a man never whistles unless
he feels confident of the future.

As an influence for lasting peace the
American soldier surpasses anybody
who ever called in the meighborhood
of The Hague.

The French may yet insist on pick-
ing out a few nice streets in Berlin
and naming them after eminent Amer-
ican fighters.

The Democracy of the Trenches.

This is taken from a report'of the
speech delivered by Mr. Roosevelt at
Springfield Monday at the Illinoia cen-
tennial expesition:

“Col. Roosevelt enumerated some of
the industrial problems that must be
snlved. He advoeated co-operation
among individuals and rontrol by the
government to help business men sue-
vead, bot demanded a fair division of
profits among all concerned, Work-
jigmen, he said, should have their right
insured to collective action, including
eollective bargaining. In a very real
sousu, ha said, they should® be made
partners in the business, with a share
in the profits and, at least along ecer-
+4in {ines, a share in the control. But
tlicre must be no limiting of produe-
t.on, no reduction of the efficiency of
the skillful and hard-working men to
the plane of the shiftless and ineffi-
cient.”

After-the-war problems are eertain
to be numerous, and all of them diffi-
cult. Just how numerous and just how
difficult time alone ecan tell. Shonld
peacs come within a few months, there
will be a great deal of work for our
statesmen to do. If it should be de-
iayed several years, and meanwhile
the war take on new phases, the work
will be greater in quantity and com-
plicated in the extreme.

We have staried on & new line, and
are moving rapidly. There is little
time to consider more than the plain
needs of the hour, and little dispoai-
tion to do more than supply them. The
war is on, and we are in it, and the
demnand is that we go throngh with it
Later, after all is ever, and “business

+s business® again, we shall be ebliged
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to take stock and decide as to the
future.

‘That future will show a neeessity
which has existed since the founda-
tion of the government, and will con-
tinue while the government in any
form continues. Capital and labor
must consult each other’s interests.
Prosperity—the real article—means
good, dividends and good wages. Those
who supply the capital and those who
supply the dabor must share in liberal
measure in the yeturns.

The old order is changing. The new
order is as yet but dimly foreshadow-
ed. But enoughjian be seen to war-
rant expectation that the new will pos-
sess a stronger tang of democraey
than did the old. The war will Pprove
a great ieveler. There begins to ap-
pear what may be called the demoe-
racy of the trenches. Risks and hard-
ships and saerifices borne in common
are bringing men closer together, and
giving them a different view of life
and its opportunities and obligations.

Mr. Roosevelt is young enough to
hope to help in the establishment of
the mnew order; and by giving it
thought now, and watching develop-
ments closely, he is qualifying for the
work.

The Senate and Business.

Business eannot complain of the Sen-
ate financ> committee in the matter of
hearings on the revenue measure. The
invitation of Chairman Simmons is all
that could be desired. “All industries
are asked to appoint representative
spokesmen, so as to avoid duplication
of evidence.” In addition, written
briefs may be filed with the committee.

This was expected. The committee
has always in such eases treated busi-
ness with much consideration. Busi-
ness has often turned to the committee
with confidence, and has never been
disappointed. It turned last year; and
with good results. The House meas-
ure, drawn and passed in haste, was
greatly improved by the committee;
and the Senate supported the commit-
tee’s performance.

Now let business respond cordially
to the committee’a overture. What is
wanted is a measure satisfactory to all
whom it eoncerns. There is no contro-
versy as to the sum total. Everybody
nnderstands and cm'edes that that
must be large. The size of the war
order is now appreciated, and the order
must be filled.

The only controversy relates to the
details for raising the money; and
there is room for controversy. Assess-
able sources are.in plenty. The peo-
ple in the main are prosperous. They
have approved of the war, and are
willing to suppeort it.

Dut they are entitled to opinions
about assessments, and many of them
have opinions. And having opinions
they want to express them.

It is easilv assumable that neither-
the House nor the Senate wants to in-
jure business. Both know well how
mueh depends on business; that un-
less business continues in good shape
it cannot meet the heavy obligations
now imposed, and to be imposed, on it.
The source of the golden eggs must be
guarded and preserved.

But very serious injury might be in-
flicted by assessments made in disre-
gard of business interests as explained
by business. Business is supposed to
understand its business. It should not
have an undisputed way, of course, for
it has a full share of selfishness. But
its representations of this revenue
question at this vital time are entitled
to be weighed by both Honse and Sen-
ate for all they may be worth. A
square deal for everybody.

The New Draft Ages.

There should be no confusion re-
garding the registration under the new
draft ages. On the date named by the
President for the enrollment of the
people, September 12, the age of the
person on that date is to govern. If
the individual is eighteen years old
and has not yet zeached forty-six on
that day he must register. If he is
one day short of being eighteen or
has become forty-six on that day he
need not register.

Tn all cases of doubt—and there real-
ly should be no doubt, so plain is the
rule—the person should seek for offi-
cial information in advance of the date
of registration.

There will be much less confusion in
the mew registration than there was
last year. The machinery of the se-
lective draft iaw has been well organ-
jzed and the people are now thoroughly
asquainted with the principles of the
procedure. So smoothly has the ma-
chinery worked and so expert have be-
come those connected with it, that the
larger registration under the extended
ages will probably be effected with a
minimum of friction, One of the most
gratifying developments of our par-
ticipation in the war is this organiza-
tion under Provest Marshal Ganersal
Crowder’s direction. The selective
draft law and its virtually universal
acceptance by the American people
may be regarded as the decisive fastor
in this war.

Next winter may find many a man
wishing he could trade off his limoun-
gsine for a private coal ear,

Many a weary old motor today is
getting the first Bunday rest it has
known in many & month.

Gasoline Saving. ~

At present the gasoline saving mat-
ter is wholly up to the motor car usera
for their own determination. It is like
the question of the buying of liberty
bonds or subscribing to war relief
funds, -Each parsen must determine
for himself how far he can contribate.
Every gallon of gasoline saved by eut-
ting out_unnecessary motoring is an
aid to the government in the proseeu-

tion of the war. Every gallon used

needlessly for pleasure riding takes
away that much fuel that might be
better employed toward vietory.
Consequently the question is one for
personal decision. . Conscience must be
the guide and there can be no ques-
tion that all but a very few motor-
ists will decide in favor of conserva-
tion rather than gasoline use, for the
great majority of the American people
are conscientious and patriotic, and
this request to be econamical merely
offers them another opportunity for
service that they will doubtless grasp.
Savings affected through voluntary
action by the people without regula-
tion or rule or iaw are more to be da-
sired than compulsory economies. Not-
withstanding the large numb of
men who have been selected for mili-
tary service most of our people have
as yet no direct part in the war. And
practically al of them are eager for
chances to contribute in one way or
another to the war stremgth of the
United States. The fuel administra-
tion has simply indicated such a way.

Impure and Dirty Milk.

An utter absurdity of daw .is dis-
¢losed by the case of a Distriet milk
dealer whose product has been found
to be foul with dirt and whose permit
to sell cannot be revoked- because the
@ilk was not brought into the Distriet.
In other words, dirty milk from Mary-
land or Virginia may subject the
dealer to a revoeation of license, but
dirty milk from the Distriet renders
him liable to no such penalty. He
may he prosecuted under the pure
food law and punished severely if con-
victed. In the ease in point possibly
the presence of a dead monse in the
milk may convince a jury that the
milk is uneclean. But the licanse to
sell cannot be revoked as the law now
stands.

Of course, the amendment of the
law is indicated as necessary. It wiH
probably be urged at once. The dead
mouse should surely have a moving
effect upon Congress. But why should
this ridiculous inconsistency of the
law have been permitted to stand so
long without correction? It is one of
the mysteries of daw making.

Berlin will never be able to explain
to the German public what those ex-
pensive submarines were doing while
America was sending millions of men
to France.

Kaiser Wilhelm and Prince Willie
are both having a struggle to keep
their family pride up to any comfort-
able degree of sincerity.

When the socialists took up the term
“international” they managed to bur-
den a perfectly good word with a hint
of sinister suggestion. \

T. R. denounces slackers. T. R. of
late manages to say a number of
things that arouse no resentment
worth considering.

SHOOTING STARS.

BY PHILANDER JOHNBON.

Desperate Appeal

“Look here, friend,” exclaimed the
square-jawed man to the head waiter,
“ean’t you send somebody over to this
table who has been a base baHl
pitcher 1"

“A pitcher, sir?”

“Yes. I have been here for three-
quarters of an hour waiting for some-
body to put something across this
plate.”

Calleulating
“My doctor warns me not to over-
eat.”
“Any objection to thatt?”
“No. Only I eould have gotten the
same advice from Mr. Hoover for
nothing.”

Sad.
Qur dachshund was a gquaint delight
And something of a pet.
He bristled up and sought a fight—
How sad, aiready yet!

Distrust.

“My husband has written me three
ten-page letters describing how he has
taken care of the rubber tree and the
goldfish and everything. I distrust
him.”

“Why ¥*

“If he were working as hard as he
says he is, he wonldn’t have time to do
all that letter writing.®

People who assume that a pleasant
disposition is something to be imposed
upon are responsible for many a seif-
protecting grouch.

This summer was a disappointment
to the man who thought that if he
would furnish the ground it would be
easy to hire somebody to work the
garden.

A man never realizes what the term
“nngkilled labor” can mean until he
boldly volunteers to repair the water
faucets and take down the pecreen
doors.

Beginning at Home.
Why speak in a reproving tone
Unto a balky talephone
And eriticise with emphasis
The errors of some care-worn miss?

‘Why when the strest ear man talks
rough

Reply in kind? Thers is enough

Of agitation in the sir—

And, anyhow, he nu}dn’t care.

Why strive with scowls to regulate

The men who serve and make you
wait; : .

Who hurry by and let you stand

Pieading, with money in your hand,

If you ean smile and do your task
"Tis all ¢his weary-world will sak.
S

POLITICS AT HOME

“Standpatters™ and “Progressives.”

In the thoughtless parlance of a re-
cent day, the late Benator Gallinger
was & “standpstter.” He was tagged
as non-progressive. Movement was ob-
Jjectionable to him. On the tariff ques-
tion he was 3 Chinese-waller. On the
question of a merchant marine he was
scowled at as a gsubsidist. On the
question of Army and Navy prepared-
ness he was accused of playing the
game of the militarists. In a word,
as his political opponents saw and
described him, he was behind, and out
of touch with, the timea.

There were many such men. The
New Hampshire statesman was in dis-
tinguished company. He did not eom-
plain, but smilingly accepted all the
exaggerations employed by the opposi-
tion. He was a protectionist, but not
a Chinese-waller. He rated a mer-
chant marine so highly, he favored
subsidies toward the building and op-
eration of one. And he saw so elear-
ly the inadequaeies of the Ameriean
military machine, he urged, early and
late, the proper remedy.

Verily the “standpatters” have had
their reward, and are justified.- But
for the many years of a protective
tariff, the business mow ecd-ordinated
"for war purposes would lack a great
deal of its volume and variety. Under
protection, Ameriea has thrived won-
derfully as a producing nation.

And what a blessing the country
would have enjpyed if at the begin-
ning of the war thera had been a first-
class American merchant marine in
being! As jt was, we had no earrier
ships; and the neceasity for them was
so great, huge appropriations had to
be made for building a large fleet.
Subsidies, even in most liberal sums,
would have been the merest bagatelle
by contparison.

The same is true as to the Army
and Navy. When war was declared we
had no Army, and our Navy, while fit
for its mize, was far too small. The
country was pathetically, and almost
ridiculously, unprepared; and the fail-
ures growing out of our feverish haste
to get in fighting trim, and just now
being uncovered, have cost us huge
sums of money.

The “standpatters,” so much derid-
ed, were the “progressives” of their
day, while the self-named “progres-

sives” were the “standpatters” in
spirit and purpose.
J. D. Cameron.

“Don” Cameron in thé days of his
activity was rated as a very clever
politician. He inherited his taste for
the game. His father, whom he sue-
ceeded in the Senate, was clever before
him. Their methods were not identi-
cal, but both sueceeded. The Came-
ronian dynasty in Pennsylvania exist-
ed for a long time. The son retired
of his own aceord, and left things in
good shape for his successor.

The younger Cameron had had a
thorough training in business, and this
stood him in important stead when in
middle life he turned to politica, He
was a fine example of the business
man in polities. He knew business
values. He addressed himself to busi-
ness questions. As a senator from a
great mining and manunfacturing state,
he had use for all his knowledge, and,
using it well, he kept his hold on his
constituents.

The politics of that time was strenu-
ous, and Mr, Cameron was a strict
party man. But he was popular per-
sonally with his opponents. They be-
lieved in his sincerity. They saw him
play fair, and hence respeeted him,

This is not to say that he escaped
eriticism. As a matter of fact, he had
his fuil share. In ecampaign years,
when he was all alive for his own side
and striving for everything in reach,
he was pelted along with his fellows.

But that was politics. When the
campaign ended, the fury ended. SBome
of Mr. Cameron’s warmest friends sat
on the democratic side of the Bena
chamber. ;

He addressed the Henate infrequent-
ly, though capable of a very clear and
informing statement. His power was
shown in committee work, to which he
gave eclose . attention. Bet apeeches
were not in his line; and he seldom
attended when they were on the Sen-
ate’s card for deliverance by othera.

He had great love for and faith in
the eountry—was a thoroughly patri-
otic man, -apprecizted America’s re-
sources, and expected them to be de-
veloped to advantage in ‘America’s
stand among the great nations.

At eighty-five he departs, with the
whole world in commotion, and speeu-
lation as to the future keen every-
where, and nowhere keener than in his
own eountry. And when building time

‘ed to—men of his stamp and training
will be in request, and will play an
important part in office.

Beptember formally adds the oyster
to the list of foodstuffs that may be
used without sint. The first month
with the magle “R" was never more
welcome,

One form of “irreducible minimum®
is what will be left of Hindanbnrg's
army if the Hohenzollerng compe
to go on fighting.

A0

If Lenine and Trotzky were to fall
out, each would come pretty near los-
ing the only reliable friend he has in

comes—the wasts places to be attend- |had

WHAT THE GOVERNMEAT IS DOING

Experts of the public health service
have recently been active in planning

and * conducting - in--
Health in vestigations in fae-
tories that are manu-

War Plants. facturing war sup-
plies, for the purpose of determin-
ing whetlier unnecessary fatigue 1s
present, and discovering the condi-
tions under which a maximbhm con-
tinuous output may be cobtalned.

In the present emergehcy caused by
| the war it i=s desirable to understand
all praecticable ways by which in-
dustrial work may be made more
efficient and output may be increased
to a maximum without resorting to
unwise or burdensome demands on
labor. It is pointed out by thoas who
have been making this study that it
ia o6ften posaible to increase output
Aemporarily by increasing the work
of the employe, but if he ia overwork-
ed his output soon falls off; hence,
such a method, if carried far, quickly
defeats itself and in the long run is
not profitable. Given adequate equip-
ment, adequate administration of the
plant and a proper spirit among the
employes, fatigue iz the greatest
single obstacle to 2 maximum output.
Fatigue diminishes output not only
directly, but Indirectly, by increasing
accidents and the proportion of spoiled
work and by causing sickness and
absences of employesa. It, will, there-
fore, be profitable to employers, to
employes and to the nation itself, the
authorities believe, to inquire into
the ways by which fatigue may be
reduced.

It was found as the result of the
investigation which has just been
completed that one of the common
methoda of reducing fatigue is by
introducing recess or resting periods
during a working spell. During such
periods, which, in order to be effec-
tive, must be obligatory, and not dis-
cretionary on the part of the workers,
they should have an opportunity to
rest, relax, move about and engage
in other simple recreation., It is said
that a little food or a cup of tea or
cocoa talken at such a time 1s often
remarkably restorative.

It often happens, it was found, that
several five-minute resting periods
may be advantageously introduced
into a working spell. Where this is
not practicable the officials have
come to the conclusion that a single
recess, of suitable duration, will
suffice. The recuperation thus gained
by a tired worker often increases his
working capacity for the remainder
of the spell. i

Much of the modern industrial work
consists of a constant and rapid repe-
titidn of the same movement. A wom-
an worker in one munition factory
was recently observed to handle dur-
ing her day's work 24,000 pieces of
shell fuse and put them through a
speclal process From 7 o'clock In the
morning until 12 and from 1 until 6
she sat at her machine and fed it
with the succession of brass pieces.
The occasional introduction of a little
variety into her work by training her
to some alternative process might
easlly have diminished her fatigue
without diminishing the number of
finished pieces, the experts think.

Arguments that favor the short
working day apply directly to the
question of overtime. If the usual
day’'s work i such as just ‘to stop
short of wundue fatigue, overtime
means overwork. It is, of course,
sometimes necessary, in order to com-
plete a contract within a required
time, to call on the workers to expend
the greater effort required. The ex-
perts who have made this study, how-
ever, say that it is a dangerous ex-
pedient and a particularly insidious
way of diminishing a worker's effi-
ciency. Overtime work is apt to re-
sult in an increased amount of apolled
work and in lessened output and in-
creased absences on subsequent days,
and because of this, and also Iin view
of the increased rate of wages that
must usually be paid, overtime s not
as profitable as is often supposed. It
ghould be resorted to only in times of
exceptional emergency, and even then
not for many daya in succession, the
experts say.

*
* ¥
Officials of the War Department in

urging a school for educating general
staff officers say

Educating Officers that as time goes
of General Staff. po.~ Sreat num-

ber of such of-
ficers will be needed at home and
with our armies in the fleld. In this
connection it is pointed out that in
spite of the very large number of
French general staff officers who have
been graduated from their war col-
lege in past years and were diasem-
inated in the various regiments, it
has been found mnecessary, after four
years of war, to reconstitute schools
in France for the special education of

officers in general staff work, and
regret has been expressed in very
high quarters at the closing of the
French War College, as was done on
the outbreak of war, in order to send
its professors and studenta to the

front.
Our own Army officials believe,
therefore, that in the near future

brief courses of instruction in gen-
eral staff duties might be organized
at the War College to cover at lsast
the preliminary training of regular
and reserve officeras in general staff
dutieas immediately applicable to the
resent war. The presence in the
%nited States of a number of ex-
perts in the French general staff
would be of inestimable value in as-
sisting our officers in this Instrue-
tion, which could be accomplished by
more advaneced courses in schools
back of our line tg France. If the
French now feel the needs of such
schools, it would seem that we have
an even greater reason for inatituting
them.

The War Department expertas call
attention to the fact that the number
of officers which the laws of France
permitted in time of peace to be de-
tailed to the generzl staff was 6840
officers below the grade of brigadier
general. There is no limitation on
the number of geaneral officers; before
the war it varied from 10 to 15.

These 640 officers were considered
necessary ta do the general staff work
in dime of peace of an army of less
than_ 600, men. The United States
now hap about 3,000,000 men under arms,
and the law limits our general staff
to ninety-one officers. It oan be seen,
therefore, under what a disgdvantage
it has been laboring,

"From a little nucleus, which we

nning the war,

at o '
amounting ta 4,800 officers and 57,000
men, and which included the large
necesparily maintained in
ama, Hawail and the Philippines,
the military establishment been
n?zmhd to more than 3,000,000 men
actually under arms. That such a
feat could be accomplished {n such a
short um:mil.n lndtho :niutllul:: o%lmar
experta, efly dus to a2 ¥,
.nf and careful theoretical educa-

tlo;':f the officers of our Regular
Army. For expgrience in such under-

loa

1
tll(lnlll did not ""'zio'“ no P

training in preparation for
besn po-!:le. -
]
*

over
. :
To meat the war nesds of the coun-

try, sheep gsnd cattls have been
grazed on the

Gn.i’ i e national for-
£ 1 & ests In_ In-

National Forests. _..osed num-

bers this year. Half a million more
shéep and nearly a quarter of a mil-
lion more cattle, it is estimated, have
been taken care of than last year,
according to officials of the forest
service. Thiz brings the total num-
ber of stock grazed under permit to
about 9,000,000 sheep, 2,360,000 head
of cattle and 51,000 swine. .
This inocrease is on top of an in-
crease of 200,000 .shesp and 100,000
cattle made last year, when It was
recognised that the country's need
for beef. mutton, wool and hidea
called for ‘he fullest possible use of
the national forest ranges. Through
congervative handling of these ranges
for more than ten years their pro-
duc‘iveness has been steadily rising.
With the country at war, officials of
the Department of Agriculture felt it
was necessary to take some chances
of overgrasing in the interest of
larger immediate preduction. The
results of admitting a larger number
of live stock ware, however, care-
fully watched. The further increases
made this year are mainly made pos-

FIFTY YEARS AGO IN THE STAR’

In The Star of August 25, 1368, is
an article relative to improvements

under way under
Bome Publio Gen. Michler, su-
: perintendent of

Improvements. pupiie bulldings
and grounds, showing the conditien of
the Capital fifty years ago in certaln
respacts:

“At Lincecln Square, at the head of
East Capitol street, a force of about
forty men are employed in filling in
and grading, preparatory te laying out
the walks, and at the proper time shade
trees and.choice shtubs will be plant-
ed. A great drawback to this other-
wise attractive portion of the city is
the large pools of stagnant water there,
one of these being of sufficient size to
take the name of Lake Shinar. This
stagnant water has proved a source of
diseage and no little annoyance at Lin-
coln barracks and that vicinity, and
we hear that Gen. Michler has made
&n arrangement with Gen. Buell, com-
manding the Infantry at the barracks,
by which the latter with his men will
undertake the tmporta;ldt sanitary work

of filling in these ponds, under-drain-
ing the ground, etc. This done, we

may nrwt to eee this part of the cit
improving rapidly. ;
AS soon as received

the ﬁip. “is
from the north Gen. Michler will com-
mence the work of Ilﬂy the twenty-
inch water main from North B street
to connect with the main on 1at street,
80 as to increase the supply of water
on Capitol Hill and the navy yard. In
the tax upon the water

sible by finding out how additional
stock can be grazed without injury
to the ranges through more intensive
methods of use. :

These include readjustments in ehe
allotments of range, closar utilization
of the forage and the opening up of
country not hefore used for grazing
stock. In order to. make the new
areas accessible to stock it has been
in many instances necessary to con-
struct tralla or driveways. Watering
facilities have also been improved.
The various increased allowances
have been sutharized only after care-
ful eonsideration.

*
* *

A survey of educational eonditions

In other warring eountries has bnpn

made by ex-
Efucation in Othey  perts of the
Warring Countries,

bureau of

education, It
is not yet poesible fully to estimate
the profound and far-reaching effects
of the war upon education. Those of
our speclalists who have been study-
ing the matter say that a prolongation
of hostilities may not only aggravate
evils hitherto successfully combated,

but develop situations altogether un-
precedented. Certain facta, however,
already appear with sufficient clear-
ness to indicate, {n general lines, the
tendencies of the present upheaval.
These facta crop out, with striking
similarity, in all the countries now at
war—in each of the central powers as
well as of the allied nations—and
this universality gives them an added
significance, the experts peint out.

t is obvious, for example, that the
damage to the educational wsystems
of the warring countries has been
merely material and quantitative.
School buildings have been destroyed
or commandeered; teachers have been
drafted; wuniversities and higher
schools have lost in some instances as
much as 756 per cent of their regular
enrollment; war Industries have
claimed thousands of older bo‘yl
whose education has thus been dis-
turbed or aisu.r.-stl:mmed. if not perma-
nently ended. But interest in public
education has nowhere been weak-
ened, nor have the standards of in-
struction been lowered. On the con-
trary, Hurope has never been so alive
to the supreme social importance of
education as in this time when all es-
tablished social institutions are being
tested as by fire.

It has been found that France and
England are engaged in a simulta-
neous reorganization of thelr respective
systems of public education, and the
continuation school projects now pend-
ing in the parliaments at Paris and
London are essentially identical. They
both introduce universal compulsory
continuation schooling of general and
vocational character. The English bill
provides, in addition, for an exten-
sion and perfection of elementary
gchool compulsion. In Italy the ele-
mentary school aystem is undergoing
extenalon, and provision has been
made, it was found, for instruction of
illiterate adults,

In addition to the present activities,
it has been found that extensive plans
for educational reconstruction and re-
forms after the war are under con-
sideration in all the warring coun-
tries. In these ‘:lans several features
appear with striking similarity in the
different ecountries. It is, for example,
the consensus of educational opinion
that improvement must be sought in
technical and vocational education, in
modern languages and commercial
subjects, in physical and character
training.

It is sald that a recent diaspatch
from Rome states that in Austria,
owing to the serious shortage of food,
school children are guffering from
malnutrition to such an extent that it
is practically useless for them to con-
tinue their studies.

*
x *

Not the least of the many interest-
ing new jobs that Uncle Sam has

undertaken since the

Il!l‘llh'll war began is that of
T £ soldiera’ and sailors’ In-
BhteTs. surance. After the en-

listed man has been required by the
government to do his full duty to
protect his family, and after the gov-
ernment has provided such supple-
mentary protection as the circum-
stances require for his family through
family allowances, and has also pro-
vided through compensation for the
rieks and hazards of his military or
naval service, an opportunity ias offer-
ed to officera and enlisted men alike
to insure themselvea at low cost, pur-
posely brought within the means of
all, and thus give themselves and
their families the added protection
that human foresight and a generous
people can provide. This work is
under the direction of the Treasury
Department. -

Government insurance furnizhed at
cost, which does not include any
charge for administrative expenses
nor many of the usual overhead
charges nor the extra war risk which
ordinary busineag insurance com-
panies would have to include, is pro-
vided liberally. The eost of such in-
surance at the usual commercial rates
would be prohibitive for enlisted mep,
and even for most officers. The gov-
ernment has created the risk and has
in & certain sense deprived the men
in its nﬂluﬁ and navsl foroes of
their Insurability, and therefare
pays the extra aoei. The offiger and
enlizted man, however, must exhibit
thosa econoemie virtues of foresight
and thrift and elect for themselves m
take thias insuranes and pay the
cost required.

GERMANY MUST SURRENDER.

K
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supply to furnish the water requisite
at the navy yard during the working
hours, from € a. m. to 4 p. m., there
has been a very inadequate supply for
private use in those hours, the water
not rising to the second-story rooms in
dwelling houses on the higher ground
in all that part of the city.

*
®x ®
“The work of completing the impor-

tant culvert through the Botanic Gar-
dena which, owing

Gonmmu to the appropria-

Tnder Way. 17 S 1o

summer, is again under way, as is also
the botanical conservatery, which
will be finighed to receive the plants
this autumn.

“The work of repalring and finlsh-
ing the conservatory at the Presl-
dent's house, where a cheice selection
of plants will replace those destroyed

by fire a few wintera age, is also pro-
gressing rapidly. The different con-
servatories are now undergoing a
thorough cleaning; the fences are be-
ing whitewashed, rallinga painted,
benches repaired, etc. At the Smith-
sonian grounds ; the fence is being
whitewashed nn& some few men are
employed in cleaning up the walks.
With the very small amount appro-
priated for these grounds, it is im-
possible to put them in the conditien
they should be.

“The pavement through the Mall
along 6th street wil soon be com-
menced. Now let the corporation do
its part and throw a bridge across
the canal on 6th street and a very
impertant, useful and handsome line
of communication with South Wash-
ington will be made.

“The repairs on the Long bridge will
be completed about the 15th of Sep-
tember and be as thorough as Is pos-
sible on such an old structure. A
new and modern draw will replace
the one on the north side, which is
rather antique in its style and is said
to have been bullt from a design made
in the year 1700 by an Augustine
monk named Nichols, We do not
know that this ia so, but its venerable
and primitive appearance makes it
extremely probable. It was doubtless
& very superior style of draw in 1700,

but seems to have outlived its use-

fulness., as have some other anclent
institutions sbout town. We wish
Gen. Michler could have carts blanche

for about six months to deal with our
‘Washington -

old market sheds,

canal, the turnpikes leadin
‘Washington and soms other
nuisapces.”

out of
ret-class
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On this subject of local improve-
ments the following, printed in The
Star of August 26,

Wood Pavements 1868, relative to
the

merits of
Adwvocated. wood pavements,

is of interest:

“With the large amount of street-
age in Washington, the quantity of
dust manufactured constantly I8
enormous, serving in dry weather not
only to blind and cheke evan'body._
but to spoil all the finer goods ex-
posed to sale in our stores. In wet
weather this dust is converted into
a most offensive mu in favor of
nobedy but the bootblacks and the

vendors of overshoes Now let us 3

suppose the same streets lald with
a rirm level pavement of wood. The
soene would be changed as by magic.
The dust would be buried aml thete
would be no material to make more
dust. Without dust there would, of
course, be no mud. What an 1mprov?-
ment it would be to Pennsylvania
avenue to have it paved in this way.
Thip street, by its fine lines and mag-
nificent proportions, always attracts
the admiration of visitors, and the
class of buildings lately erected up‘n?t
it are of a style to correspoml wit
the noble characetr of the street, but
it has a great drawback in its detest-
able pavement, full of holes and jut-
ting stones, over which wvehicles must
creep at a snail's pace, or pay the
penalty of a speedy trip to the car-
rfage mender. Pennsylvania avenue
ought to be the finest drive in the
world and would be if paved in a
manner we have described. If our city
councils wish to distinguish them-
selves most creditably they will
speedily enter upon the work of pro-
viding a style of pavement for the
streets of Washington such as is suit-
ed to the needs of the city and as will
remedy the great defects of the pres-
ent system.”
»
* &
One of the most attractive fea-
tures of Washington in summer time
{s the fountain at the
north front of the
T!'llll!‘,’ Treasury, with its re-
Fountain. markable growth of a
water plant that tralls over the edge
into the lower basin. This has been
photographed Innumerable times by
tourists. The fountain is mentioned
in The Star of August 27, 1868, as fol-
lows: 2
“In the area between the portico

of the northern front of the Treasury
building and the sidewalk on Penn-
sylvania avenue a fine fountain is in
progress of construction which Lids
fajr to eclipse any ornament of the
kind in this section of the counlry.
The main basin will be zireular n
shape and thirty feet in diameter, and
around the outer edge will be four
semi-eircular syb-basina, In the cen-
ter of the malin basin a granite block
five feet square will support a large
‘taga,’ twelve feet in diameter, hewn
out of a solid block of granite, weigh-
ing seventy tons. In the ‘tazza’ there
will be no jets but the water will fall
over the sides into the basin, on the
circular wall of which are chiseled
four massive and beautiful devices of
lions' heads, from which the water will
flow into the sub-basins. The entire
fountain is to be of solid granite and
will he a model of neatness, while in
point of durabllity and strength it
cannct be surpassed.”

HEARD A

ND SEEN.

There is more than one way to kill
n cat.

Or get more sugar than you are
entitled to.

Groeery storea recently installed
sugar ledgers as a part of their equip-
ment. Now. when you want to get
your two pounds of sugar you have
to “sign up,” putting yourself on rec-
ord for that amount.

Bhould you slip in the next day and
say: “Give me two pounds of sugar,
please,” the groceryman looks in his
little book and there you are!

One trick known to the wise is the
following: If some one asks you a
question you find it hard to answer,
the thing to dp is ignore the question.
Make out yvou failed to hear it, and

go right on talking about something
else. Ignore the question completely,
cheerfully and blandly.

While I was shifting from foot te
foot, waliting for three clerks to wait
on seven women at once, hoping that
at last one of those mighty men would
condescend to wait on one of their
own sex in search of that half-pound
of butter, I spotted a woman who
knew the above rule of conduct.

She sure did.

“I want two pounds of sugar,” she
said.

The. clerk reached up on the shelf
and pulled down the sugar ledger.
“Put your name and addresas here,”
he said, opening the book and indjcat-
ing the Dplace. Then, his faith in
mankind—especially womankind—
complete, he turned away to get the
BUEAT.

As he went across tl;a atore, the
woman glanced at the boeok with
hearty interest. Bhe read the names
already signed there. Bhe appeared
much interested, Indeed.

She even took up the book to read.
Then, as the clerk turned te come
across the floor with the sugar., the
woman calmly clesed the book and
laid it on the epounter.

The clerk, taking it for granted that
tha woman had signed the ledger,
delivered over the sugar without
question, and the weman went away
with it. .

And the elerk, with a righteous
look upon his face, put the sugar
book back in its place.

Oh, Hoover! Hoover!

t*t
The paper hat of childhood days has
come back into its own.
You remember those “soldier jats"
we ueed to make out of newspapers?
Great peaked things they were, with

- watches,"

knew no news. A stick, or maybe a
wooden gun, completed the equipment
of the imaginative.

In Beptemher, 1918, the children are
making paper hats again.

Today they take the shape of “over-
seas caps."

It was inevitable. ;

There is a certain irresistible swag-
ger about the overseas caps, a cer-
tain soldierly look, a certain *“some-
thing." The cape appeal to the eye
of old and young allke. I saw an
elderly woman the other day with a
feminine *“overseas cap” on her head.

The children, especially the bovs,
are making the caps out of paper. It
is surprising, too. what capable imi-
tations they produce. Made out of
brown paper, the caps are quite credi-
table.

Wearing paper caps {8 the children's
way of paying tribute to the heroes
“over there.™

*
* *

Hardy ploneers of the wrist watch
and the horned spectacle! Eternal
credit must go to thee, brave men of
five yeare a-gone, who were the first
to don wrist watchea or horned spec-
tacles, and wear them, despita the
ridicule of the world!

Today these adornments have come
into their own. Thousands of sol-
diers of all nationg, men with red
blood running in their wveins, are
wearing wrist watches—or “war
a8 the new term 1is. No
longer meed a man be ashamed to
wear the band around his wrist bear-
ing the little watch.

As for the horned spectacles, their
rise into approbation i quite as
marked, although less spectacular.
Time was when to wear those com-
fortable articlee to help thea wvision
was to put one’s gelf liable to ridicule
in large quantities. But today even
the soldiers wear them.

*
* *

An old colored man, whose name
might well have been Old Black Joe,
was standing in front of the District
building the other day. He was bent
with age, but was singing as he
walked slowly along.

Just then a young colored man and
woman walked by. They were talk-
ing, and just & phrase of their con-
vereation was to be heard as they

went by,
“I think that Mr. Johnson.” the
young colored woman sald, “has a

premonition
That was all, but it was enough for
0Ol1d Black Joe.
I;Id. straightened up, grinned, and
said:

head-covering for some little one who

the news of the world folded into| p,

“What was dat Mr., Jehnson hab,
a8 7"

CHARLES E. TRACEWELL

COMMENT ON AIRCRAFT.

From the Bichmond Times-Dispateh.
If a plea of guilty had not been en-
tered by the War Department long ago

tary affal
ings of that body would have startied
the country,
From the New York Times,

Tx appeintment of Mr. John D. Ryan
as t

program, is

the alrcraft
& step in the right direction at least

tremely bad odor, yet it is our patriotie

duty to go to the of it, regard-

leass of wear

nerves.

From the Philadelphis Iaquirer.

We_ are not going to review the
ed hi of that fallure Suf-
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Birmiagham Age-Herald,
The airplane failure gives off an ex- jerty

From the New York World.

Secretary Baker would deserve a much
larger measure of credit for appeinting
John D. Ryan an assistant seeretary of
war with full power ever the aircraft
m’rm if he had not waited until his

d was forced by the report of the
Senate subcommittee.

From the M{lwaukee Free Press,

Asg It is, the nation will be gratified
with the committee’s assurance that the

chines in as great numbers as possible,
coincident with the production of lib-
motors for th

e to which
they are puited, is at last followed
and that quantity production is now
well under way.

Frem the Charleston News and Cogrier.

The airplane “scandal” threatens to
break out again. Let's wait till we hear
from E. Hughes' investigstion.
From the Philadelphia Press.

It ysually takes the truth a yesr to
ocatch a le uuthubmgnnsm
of tvntr-!?: hours. truth a8

that record.
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